Saul of Tarsus and Salvation!

When was Saul of Tarsus saved? This is an important question. Some
people believe that Saul was saved on the road to Damascus when
Jesus appeared to him and Saul responded to Jesus by saying “Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:1-6) But if you consider
carefully the entire story you will see that Saul was not saved until
Ananias went to him and told him those things he had to do.
Remember Jesus had told Saul to go to Damascus and it would be told
him “what he must do.” And so Ananias told Saul he needed to
“Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the
name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16) And this is what Saul did according to
Acts 9:18. Saul did not tarry, but was baptized immediately upon
hearing the instructions from Ananias, who himself had been sent by
Jesus. If Saul was saved on the road to Damascus as some suggest,
then he was “saved before his sins were ever forgiven and before he
had ever called upon the name of the Lord.” Unless of course you
helieve that Ananias did not know that Saul had already been saved
hecause he had already “called upon the name of the Lord.” But this
is unlikely since Ananias had again been sent by Jesus to tell Saul
those things that he “had to do.” (Acts 9:6/Acts 22:10) This story
clearly teaches that there is a difference between “believing in Jesus”
and “calling upon the name of the Lord.” And since you must “call
upon the name of the Lord to be saved” (Acts 2:21/Romans 10:13),
and Saul didn’t do this until after Ananias had spoken to him, then we
know this is when Saul was saved, and not on the road to Damascus as
so many people have been led to believe.

If you would like more information on this subject, or any other
Bible subject, please call 769-3497 and leave your request and we will
send you that information as soon as possible. Don't forget to check
out our website. It is filled with information including sermons that
you can download and listen to if you so desire.
(http//www.northmainchurchofchrist.com) Call the same number
above for our times of services as well.



